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Italian Production Company To
. Film Movie In City Of Newnan

Ev Hob Alexander

“It’s almost as if somebody turned
on a light and said, ‘This is where |
want to do’,”” Bob Warner, production
manager for Leone Productions, told
city and county officials this week.

“This"" is Newnan. A perfect place

for an [talian film crew to make a
science-fiction family comedy about
an American hero starring an actor
famous for “Spaghetti Westerns' as
the local sheriff and a Newnan barber
as the town's jailbird.

“Typically Southern,”” Warner
said of Newnan.

THE NEWNAN POLICE DEPARTMENT may be the scene for a movie
filmed about a local sheriff confronted by a creature from outer space. Bob
Warner, left, the production manager for the Italian film company, and Gary

Womack, from the state film division, r nan this week to
announce plans to film “The Sheriff and the Satellite Kid'| here. :

Warner and Franco Vanorio, the
non-English speaking artistic director
of the Italian company, visited
Newnan last December.

*In a matter of nine working days
we covered 1,000 miles and looked
closely at 20 different towns' in
Georgia before the “‘Karma,’’ the
attractiveness of Newnan, told them
this was the place to film ‘“The Sheriff
and the Satellite Kid,”" he said.

The moviemakers are not looking
for a town that is exactly “authentic.”
HRather, they want a small town that is
basic American, with its bustling town
square, staid courthouse, and beautiful
homes. A town that will appeal to
Europeans, the company’s primary
target audience, Warner said.

““This is one of the prettiest towns
['ve ever seen. It is truly the “City of
Homes'," Warner commented.

Although the seript is not final, the
moviemakers want Newnan as the
backdrop to their story of the
“development of an American hero’’
through slapstick fight scenes and
police chase from Stone Mountain
through Newnan and Warner Robins,
the other locations for the filming, he
said.

The film will star Bud Spenser, a
hulking cowboy famous for his starring
role in ““They Call Me Trinity" and the
sequels to that film, Warner said.

Spenser is currently ‘‘a major
star” in Europe, he added. His movies
have been in the top “two or three” for
the last six months in Europe, Warner
said. The six foot, eight inch, 280-pound
actor also played in **The Good, the
Bad, and the Ugly,”" and "'Fistful of
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Dollars which were released in the U.
S.. he said.

Some of the comic scenes in the .

movie will include Spenser’'s exploits
as the local sheriff with the town’'s
chronic jailbreaker. Warner and
Vanorio think they found the man to
play the part of the jailbird when they
surveyed Newnan last December,

“The director was walking down
the street and saw this guy, and he's
just perfect for the part of the guy in
the jail,” Warner said.

The man they found was Ed
Howard, a barber at Veal's Beauly
Shop on East Broad Street. Howard's
appearance, heavyset with thick black
eyebrows and hair, belie his friendly
manner,

In an interview Thursday after-
noon, he said the director had stopped
by, and after taking some pictures of
the barber shop, asked him if he
wanted to be in a movie.

‘I said yeah," Howard recalled
although he was not sure who he was
playing. When told that he may play
the role of a jailbird, he said he did not
mind.

“That might start me in movies,”
he commented.

‘“Eddie Howard you aren't going to
be in any movie,”" Pat Veal told him,

“Idon’t know, I might buy me a
home in Hollywood,” Howard joked.

The company will include about 20
Atlanta area actors and about 50 local
people as ‘‘extras’’ in the movie,
Warner said. The extras will be paid by
the day (about five days each?, but the
pay scales are not established yet, he
said.

“We are not a big budget movie,”
Warner said.

Their budget is $600,000. About
$150,000 will be spent in Newnan,
Warner said. Besides paying the
extras, the company will reimburse
the city and county for any expenses
incurred during the fight scenes and
police chases. The company will need a
workshop to build sets, and accom-
modations at the Newnan Holiday Inn,
he added.

Warner and Gary Womack, from
the film division of the State
Department of Industry and Trade,
stressed their desire for good public
relations with the local citizens.
Warner emphasized that the Italian
crew, numbering 35, are an ‘‘older,
family-oriented crew,” he said. They
are coming to the United States for the
first time, “‘and they love to buy stuff,”
he added.

He said the company is looking
forward to working in Newnan,

“We're aware we're a traveling
side-show,”” he also commented.

Movie Production Here

The company will spend from five
to six weeks working in Georgia. About
two weeks will be spent in Newnan
beginning March 17th, the said. The
company would like to use some
private homes, a pizzeria, ice cream
parlor, supermarket and a jail, for the
filming, he said.

Languages will be one of the
several ‘‘challenges’’ for the crew,
Warner said.

He did not know if the name
“Newnan'' will be used in the film.

‘“‘Newnan is easy for us to
pronounce but it might not be for
them,'" he said.

They will need a name that will be
easy for European pronunciations,

Warner will also serve as an
interpreter for the directors and crew.
Vanorio, the director, speaks Italian
and some Spanish but no English.
Warner used to speak Italian until he
learned Spanish. In whatever language
he speaks to the director, Warner will
interpret in English for the Italian and
American actors and crew, he said.

“That's going to slow us down, but

that's what makes these pictures more
challenging,'' he said.

Warner did not know if the movie
will be released in the U. S. If it is not,
they will try to bring a copy over for a

local premier in Newnan; he gaid.
“The Sheriff and the Satellite Kid'| will
be “G-rated,” he ddded;
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Italian Cameras Are Rolling
In City Of Newnan This Week

The Jaycees Little League eight
and nine year old baseball team also
got & workout in the hot sun most of
Monday during filming of a scene
where ice cream machines go crazy,
spraying ice cream over everything,
including the booth attendant, to the
children's delight.

Basically, all of this insanity does
fit into a plot, When a boy from outer
space lands in Newnan everythi
goes crazy, fire alarms begin to go

[Continued on Page &, Section A]

By Ellen Corker

If the congtant blast of rushing
sirens, tied-up traffic, crowds on
corners, the sight of billowing foam in
the streets and “UF0O Alarm"
headlines had anyone confused this
week, never fear.

Itisall inaday's filming for an
Italian movie company, Leone Film,
that began this k-shooting ' The
Sheriff and Th{eseate]hle Kid'l on
location in Newnafy. ¥

Newnan was selected early this
year as the perfect place for the [talian
film crew to make a science-fiction
family comedy about an American
hero

The film stars a six-fool, 280 pound
actor famous for *spaghetti westerns”
as the local sheriff. Bud Spenser, a
hulking cowboy, is famous for his
starring role in ““They Call Me Trinity"
and sequels to that film.

According to one of the few
English speaking members of the film
crew, production manager Bob
Warner, Spenser is currently a major
star in Europe. The director, Michele
Lupo, or affectionately called “Micky
Walf,” is also well known in European
circles

In*My Name is Trinity," Spenser
played Terrance Hill's sidekick, as
sort of a “Gabby Hayes times three,"
Warner said.

Co-starring with Spenser, as the
kid from outer space, is six-vear-pld
Cary Guffey from Douglasville, of
“Close Encounters™ fame,

Cary will be brought to Newnan for
filming by an aunt, Romona Dunn
Having just started in the first grade,
he will have special tutoring in the
afternoons.

He could be seen on the set Monday
sitting and drawing pictures of flying
saucers, his favorite toys next to
maotorcycles. The movie life has not
affected him, according to his aunt
who said he “gets whipped just like
any other child,"

He got his start in movies when his
day-care teacher took him to Atlanta
for the ““Close Encounters™ auditions,
thinking it would be a fun experience
and never dreaming he would get the

pari

The signing of Cary means that the
G-rated film will eventually be
released in the United States,
according to Warner, which makes the
visions of the bright show biz lights
even more sparkling for the many local
faces appearing in the film in one
capacity or another,

Among those faces are Newnan
policemen and most of the Newnan
firemen who answered one mock fire
call after another Saturday morning as
filming got underway.,
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was approved I'nr Mary R. Stancil for
Rush Food at 2 Dodson Place

An application for a package beer
and wine license submitted by Marilyn
Jean Crawford for Mr. B's Citgo was
tabled for further information

Movie Cars For Sale — The council
voted to declare some city machinery
surplus and sell it at an auction May
Ist at 11:00 a. m. at the city shop

Besides several old police cars,
pickup trucks, a lube machineand a
bulldozer,
which were

the city will sell the cars
leased to. the movie

Satellite Kid.'' [The cars have been

painted in ffashy gold and some local

*“The Sheriff and the

citizens have expressed an interest in
them, said Mavor Joe Norman. The
condition of the things to be sold have
been rated from *“‘very poor to junk,’
Bolin said

New Policy In the future
personnel matters concerning city
employees will be handled in executive
session of the council, it was decided
City Attorney Charlie Goodson said he
preferred the council ‘“‘not try the
case'’ in the open forum of a council
meeting

Goodson said if personnel matters
could not be handled in executive
session, they should be referred to the
courts for deliberation
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STAND-IN FOR THE STAR — A Newnan boy, Michael
Arrington, son of Mr. and Mrs. Hlke Arrington, was
busy last week playing movie “‘stand-in"’ for Cary
Guffey of “*Close Encounters’’ fame who is starring in

the Italian fam
Sheriff and the

favorite toy

EI'IES.
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Movie Cars Sold

The two ‘‘very used"
Newnan police cars which
were used in the movie,
and the
were sold at

Satellite Kid”

auction Tu V.

Leased to the movie
company for the production,
the cars were repained in
flashy gold. Some specu-
lated the cars would go for a
high price since they were
involved with the movie. But
they didn’t.

The 1977 Ford sedans,
each of which had been
driven over 100,000 miles,
sold for $350 and $325 to
Frank and Joe Williamson.

The Williamsons, who
beught the cars in addition
to a surplus pickup truck,
said they had no particular
plans for them.

“We just got them to make
a profit,’”’ said Frank Wil-
liamson following the sale.
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Mow that Newnan has fulfilled
its first round as a second stage
for Hollywood, 1 think the sequels
probably will start up.

Sequels seem to be all the rage.
All those Freddy Krueger and
Jason movies claim to be the last
in the series, but somehow one
mare plot is rehashed and slash-
ed for those who like that sort of
thing,

Televigion is into nostalgia,
bringing back sequels and re-
unions for shows like “The Muns-
ters" and “Mayberry.” And of
course, there's Perry Mason who
simply refuses to retire but in-
stead solves another unsolvable
crime every now and again.

Having survived such local
filmings as “Fried Green
Tomatoes,"" “Driving Miss
Daisy,” “White Lie," “Marie
Hilley" and “Grass Roots,” I
think the sequel machine should
crank up here. Here are some
suggestions:

Fried Green Eggs And Ham —
This touching picture tells the
story of various furry characters
who visit a nursing home, hear
the stories of the star-bellied
Sneetches from a venerable
dearie and learn the virtues of in-
stitutional food. Stars Jessica
Tandy and the Cat in the Hat.
Teleplay by Stephen King and
Dr. Seuss.

Black Lie — A white guy (Cor-
bin Bernsen) goes with his black
girlfriend (Debbie Allen) to a
small,- liberal-minded northern
town where his father was
murdered years ago because he
thought people were created
equal. During their stay, the cou-
ple atlend a funeral at a small
togwn . church, learn a  paolitical

Sequel Time

the president and Victoria Prin-
cipal and solve all the mysteries
of life. Victoria Principal and
some guy who looks a little like
Pope John Paul I1 have cameo
roles

Rose Marie Hillev — This
spine-tingler tells the story of a
wise-cracking but good-natured
television writer who mixes her
jokes with arsenic-laced coffee
and slowly foismm an entire pro-
duction staff on the air, Her co-
workers are playved by Dick Van
Dvke and Morey Amsterdam.
Dolly Parton, Jane Fonda and
Lily Tomlin offer assistance to
Rose Marie because of similar
escapades they survived in 9 To
b

Desperate for Dialogue — Se-
quel to “Desperate for Love.” In

this one, the director makes the

female lead slow down enough
for the viewers to understand
part of what she says. Brian
Bloom is reincarnated as soap
opera star who haunts Christian
Slater. Slater eventually loses his
mind, thinks he is one of Robin's
Merry Men and joins his mom
{Veronica Cartright) whois in an
institution with unexplainabla
fears of birds and Cher.
E.‘Smarl lli;alscs Roots — Corbin
ernsen (he kee in
these plots, dEFES[:IEtPﬁE ) 5.!“?
maovie star who comes to a smﬂll
town, acts like his crew should be
able to do anything they want,
treats the locals as yvahoos and
finally gets run out of town on a
rail. Scenes of him wandering
nude with a pistol through a cabin
wollld be permissable only on
cable. Co-stars -everybody on
“thirtysomething” whom wou
can’t remember from anything
else.

Decorating Day — This
American Greetings Hall of
Honor presentation tells the story
of Coweta County grand jurors
who must wait for days in the
hallway while the grand j
room gets transformed into
judges quarters for James
Garner, ymond Burr, Sally
Struthers and Paul Rubens.

Our Losing Season — This time
Dennis Quaid refuses to have
anything to do with it. [nstead of
a losing team that amazingly
wins, this movie tells about well-
paid, professional athletes who
amazingly leze, Stars Pete Rose,
Mickey Mantle, Denny McClain
and Dwight Gooden,

Driving Daisy Mae — Jessica
Tandy {(she's almost as ubd-
quitous as Corbin Bernsen) plays
Mammy Yoakum in this story
about Daisy Mae's rise to fame
and fortune as a model of swim-
suits. Finally, even Daisy Mae
decides the suits are too reveal-
ing, puts back on her com-
paratively Victorian duds and
visits Marrying Sam with her
muscular chauffeur, Lil" Abner,

The Sheriff and the Satellite

Kid 11 — Out-of-space wizitors
come to earth, are arrested and
end up in the Coweta County jail.
The American Aliens Liberties
Union sues the county because
the jail is not up to Plutonian
standards and because the space
critters were not judged by a jury
of their peers — the number of
admitted interplanetary visitors
in Coweta County being insuffi-
ciently represented in the jury
pool, The suit, of course, is suc-
cessful, leaving the county with a
$10 million bill and the movie pro-
ducers with the perfect platfnrrn
for part three.

secrel that ties together the pope,
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